
Castle exhibition takes fresh look at
Elizabeth I

An exhibition of "powerful and macabre" ceramic sculptures has gone on
display at Kenilworth Castle.

They feature historical and mythological figures, portrayed as animals, and are
the work of award-winning artist Lindsey Mendick.

Her collection, entitled Wicked Game, has been brought to the castle by
English Heritage to mark the 450th anniversary of Elizabeth I's 19-day visit in
1575.

English Heritage said it explored the "personal and political power struggles
of Elizabeth's rule" and her relationship with long-term suitor Robert Dudley,
the owner of the castle.

The Queen appears as a lion in the display and Dudley as a bear, with the
statues arranged around the Great Hall in the appearance of a game of chess.

Another character to make an appearance is Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth's mother.

She appears as a fox, kneeling before her executioner, who appears as a
ferocious dog.

There are more than a dozen scenes, which English Heritage said "capture the
nature of Elizabeth's reign, her 'battle of wits' and the complex political games
she played to maintain her authority during her 45-year reign".

Ms Mendick said she had been working on the collection for about a year and
that it had been "an exciting, challenging, and frightening journey".

She said women's histories were oen written by men and were "simplified,
sanctified and manipulated".

Her collection captured "a specific point of Elizabeth's 19-day visit, that
moment when she felt trapped by the festivities".

"Something changed at a certain point during those 19 days," she said.

The collection will remain on display at the castle until 31 October.

Get in touch
Tell us which stories we should cover in Warwickshire

Contact form

Follow BBC Coventry & Warwickshire on BBC Sounds, Facebook, X and
Instagram.

Related topics

Coventry & Warwickshire Kenilworth

More on this story

Related internet links

From other local news sites

Information about BBC links to other news sites

Top stories

More to explore

Elsewhere on the BBC

Most read

BBC News Services

On your mobile On smart speakers Get news alerts Contact BBC News

Terms of Use About the BBC Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help Parental Guidance Contact the BBC Make an editorial complaint BBC emails for you

Copyright © 2025 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.

Home

News

Sport

Weather

iPlayer

Sounds

Bitesize

CBBC

CBeebies

Food

Home InDepth Israel-Gaza war War in Ukraine Climate UK World Business Politics Culture More

England Local News Coventry & Warwickshire

1 of 8

10 July 2025

Catapult shots from 13th Century found
at castle

11 June 2024

The castle that Minecra rebuilt

14 August 2018

Kenilworth Castle

Stratford fundraising duo grab an oar for Escape Arts

Women arrested aer bridge incident which closed M6 near Coventry

HS2's 14-month Dalehouse Lane closure expected next year

Credit card fraudster scams Warwickshire victim out of £3,000 with cold call scam

Thief jailed as city crackdown on shopliing continues

Miss World visited The Myton Hospices as part of her UK Beauty with a Purpose Tour

LIVE Bank of England cuts
interest rates to 4%, the lowest
level in two years

8.9k viewing

What the interest rate cut
means for you

1 hour ago

Israeli security cabinet to meet
over plan to fully occupy Gaza

1 hour ago

Why Trump-Putin talks
unlikely to bring rapid end to
Ukraine war

Extra-strong nicotine pouches
packaged like children's sweets

The secret system Hamas uses
to pay government salaries

My 30-year-old world record
'not a good sign for athletics' -
Edwards

On Ukraine's front line, twisted
wreckage shows sanctions
haven't yet stopped Russia

I have complex PTSD but
waiting list means I've only
seen psychiatrist once in 10
years

How Europe is vying for rare
earth independence from
China

I live in a peaceful corner of
Bristol. But the house next
door is empty and full of rats

Summer Essential: Your
familyʼs guide to the summer,
delivered to your inbox every
Tuesday

1 Ex-Superman actor says
he's becoming ICE agent

2 What the interest rate
cut means for you

3 Fall in viewers for
Wallace and Torode's
last MasterChef

4 Rayner asks China to
explain blanked-out
embassy plans

5 Housing minister hiked
rent weeks aer
removing tenants

6 First migrants detained
under 'one in, one out'
deal with France

7 Trump and Putin to
meet in coming days,
Kremlin says

8 Israeli security cabinet
to meet over plan to
fully occupy Gaza

9 Trump's sweeping new
tariffs take effect
against dozens of
countries

10 'Fake nurse' arrested in
Florida aer seeing
more than 4,000
patients

Destination X

Your latest reality TV obsession
has landed on iPlayer

iPlayer

Rob Brydon welcomes you to
Destination X

iPlayer

Get on board and play along at
home

Game

Where the X are they off to
next?

iPlayer

Sign in Home News Sport Weather iPlayer Sounds Bitesize Search BBC

The collection features historical and mythological figures, portrayed as animals

ENGLISH HERITAGE

Leamington Observer

Coventry Live

Kenilworth Nub News

Coventry Live

Coventry Observer

WarwickshireWorld

Sport

Why are so many people taking
ketamine?

iPlayer

Comedian Bob Mortimer
chooses his desert island

tracks

Sounds

Survivors of the first atomic
warfare bomb tell their stories

iPlayer

A playful look at the hidden
cost of dying

Sounds

Watchlist

Subscribe

Watchlist

Subscribe

Cookies on the BBC website

We use cookies to give you the best online experience. Strictly necessary
cookies are on by default. Additional cookies are off by default.

Accept additional cookies Reject additional cookies Let me choose

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/england/coventry_and_warwickshire
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cwdnm99jy0xt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/curation/p0cjdmkw
https://www.facebook.com/bbccwr
https://x.com/BBCCWR
https://www.instagram.com/bbccwr/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12277638
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-50068132
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact/complaints
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/bbcindepth
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c2vdnvdg6xxt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c1vw6q14rzqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cmj34zmwm1zt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment_and_arts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/england
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/regions
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/england/coventry_and_warwickshire
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1vvkxwg11zo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-coventry-warwickshire-45188808
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/kenilworth-castle/
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=57399437552&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=29569&fmi=170672517&e=Leamington+Observer&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTczOTk0Mzc1NTImcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9aG1yMUNYbFdzcmw5ZGtqeE0zTEU3QSZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25345&ac=&ck=16168505eec26a4b
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=57399217272&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=11967&fmi=653695190&e=Coventry+Live&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTczOTkyMTcyNzImcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9U0hsbkMwb1ZpTFNWeVpwZjhiNmJmUSZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25345&ac=&ck=94e37b28425ae50d
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=57399180845&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=0&si=278950&fmi=667623723&e=Kenilworth+Nub+News&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTczOTkxODA4NDUmcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9V1U0SkE2UkRMeWFBZ29pZU42NTZjQSZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25345&ac=&ck=8dcdd2da96f03a5e
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=57399021606&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=11967&fmi=653695190&e=Coventry+Live&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTczOTkwMjE2MDYmcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9ci1HM3RoWU1nR0F5dkl5Q2FjSlFUUSZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25345&ac=&ck=113404857f497246
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=57398929083&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=11965&fmi=172008711&e=Coventry+Observer&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTczOTg5MjkwODMmcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9dGdRTTlhTUdXZ0pNOHZKQ1lWM0cyUSZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25345&ac=&ck=c9f9244dd57611b9
https://www.newsdesk.lexisnexis.com/click/?t=4&a=57398739946&f=News&s=1&ci=334&i=283&si=272490&fmi=666088565&e=WarwickshireWorld&d=685&mbc=Q1QzL2E9NTczOTg3Mzk5NDYmcD0xNGUmdj0xJng9Q29mUzhqZzMxSHVJeU9qSnp0WWgzdyZ1MT1ORCZ1Mj11cC11cm46dXNlcjpQQTE4NzU1MjI3MA&fi=25345&ac=&ck=3fb9a9f6aef62ac3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/cedvn267z0jt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp9421x3egmo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8ryekj1m1do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c14gkkzvpx8o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cnv75dd3v37o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1kz42j92jmo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/athletics/articles/c9qyw3842xgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c7075glzp88o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2v4mmgvmwo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2zp6m4gy7o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4g840ydlzvo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsletters/z7nm46f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5yp8l3z0g5o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp9421x3egmo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1w83e44e21o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce932995ny2o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/czerl5dy0kgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce35v0zyzvlo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cr5rdl1y8ndo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8ryekj1m1do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx23jmvn5yzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyrg2z350vo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002f1l5?at_mid=CkRYdwFcH2&at_campaign=Destination_X&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_nation=NET&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=m0024pz8&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Destination_X&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0024pz8/watch/p0lmqx4f?at_mid=gXXIn80cvB&at_campaign=BBC_Trailers_Destination_X_Watch_Now&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_nation=NET&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=m0024pz8&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=BBC_Trailers_Destination_X_Watch_Now&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://bbc.destination-x-game.com/?at_mid=CSakexyxyI&at_campaign=Destination_X_Game&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_nation=NET&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=pan_bbc&at_brand=m0024pz8&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Destination_X_Game&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002gjng/destination-x-series-1-episode-2?at_mid=caw6vyHrS9&at_campaign=Destination_X&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_nation=NET&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=m0024pz8&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Destination_X&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://session.bbc.co.uk/session?lang=en-GB&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fcly1elyn1nyo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/notifications
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?d=NEWS_PS
https://leamingtonobserver.co.uk/
https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/
https://kenilworth.nub.news/
https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/
https://coventryobserver.co.uk/
https://www.warwickshireworld.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies/what-do-i-need-to-know-about-cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/

